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M
icroscopic, one-celled organism

s.
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A
n organism

 that gets its energy by eating 
other anim

als.
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n 
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G
etting and using energy and m

atter from
 a natural 

system
, such as by eating other organism

s; the 
process of using goods produced by natural or 
hum

an social system
s; or, in the context of energy 

resources, the use and conversion of an energy 
source from

 one form
 to another. 

B
ac

te
ria

 a
nd

 fu
ng

i t
ha

t g
et

 e
ne

rg
y 

fr
om

 th
e 

m
at

te
r 

in
 d

ea
d 

or
ga

ni
sm

s 
an

d 
w

as
te

.



CA
LI

FO
R

N
IA

 E
D

U
CA

TI
O

N
 A

N
D

 T
H

E 
EN

VI
R

O
N

M
EN

T 
IN

IT
IA

TI
VE

  
I 

Un
it 

6.
5.

c.
 I

 E
ne

rg
y:

 P
as

s 
It 

O
n!

 I
 W

or
d 

W
al

l C
ar

ds
Pr

in
te

d 
on

 p
os

t-
co

ns
um

er
 r

ec
yc

le
d 

pa
pe

r
CA

LIFO
R

N
IA ED

U
CATIO

N
 A

N
D

 TH
E EN

VIR
O

N
M

EN
T IN

ITIATIVE  I Unit 6.5.c. I Energy: Pass It O
n! I W

ord W
all C

ards
Printed on post-consum

er recycled paper

Tertiary
consum

er

Secondary
consum

er

Prim
ary

consum
er

Producer

e
c

o
s

y
s

te
m

 
e

n
e

rg
y

 p
y

ra
m

id
 



A
 com

m
unity of plants, anim

als, and their 
surroundings that depend on each other.
A
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A
 group of connected food chains in 

an ecosystem
.
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T
he place w

here an organism
 lives and 

m
eets its needs.
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T
he w

ays that individual people, 
com

m
unities, and societies do things, such 

as the harvesting or extracting of m
aterials 

and the production of goods.
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A
n organism

 that gets energy and m
atter by 

eating both plants and anim
als.
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T
he num

ber of individuals of a species 
living in a place at a given tim

e.
In

 a
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d
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A
n organism

 (plant or alga) that converts 
light energy to chem

ical energy stored in 
carbohydrates.
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he
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A
n anim

al that gets its energy and m
atter by 

eating dead organism
s.
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T
he third consum

er in a food chain;  
an organism

 that feeds on a secondary 
consum

er.
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